j6         LONDON LIFE  IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
But this common field I say being some time the beauty of this City on that
part, is so encroached upon with building of filthy cottages, and with the
other purprestures [encroachments], enclosures and laystalls (notwithstand-
ing all proclamations and acts of parliament to the contrary) that in some
places it scarce remained! a sufficient highway for the meeting of carriages
and drovers of cattle.
In the same way from St Mary Spittle to Shoreditch there was *a con-
tinuous building of small and base tenements for the most part lately
erected'. From Shoreditch buildings extended 'a good flight shot*
towards Kingsland, Newington and Tottenham. Southwark was under-
going similar developments.
The character of the inhabitants of the nineteen parishes and hamlets
included in the easterly district of the Tower Hamlets (the hamlets
being *as numerous as most parishes in England') is thus described by
the justices in 1684: *... the people for the most part consist of weavers
and other manufacturers and of seamen and such who relate to shipping
and are generally very factious and poore'.8 The contrast between the
two Londons was commented on by Archenholtz about 1780:
... the east end, especially along the shores of the Thames, consists of old
houses, the streets there are narrow, dark and ill-paved; inhabited by sailors
and other workmen who are employed in the construction of ships and by a
great part of the Jews. The contrast between this and the West end is as-
tonishing: the houses here are mostly new and elegant; the squares are superb,
the streets straight and open.... If all London were as well built, there would
be nothing in the world to compare with it9
The contrast was already marked by the very beginning of the eigh-
teenth century. A survey of the great parish of Stepney and its hamlets
in 1703 shows how these had developed.* There was much pasture or
arable and garden ground but the hamlets were in different stages of
development into closely packed urban communities, networks of lanes,
courts and alleys.10 Spitalfields was already almost completely built
over.11 Bethnal Green was mostly open land, and in the middle of the
hamlet there were buildings on each side of Dog Row, suggesting an
agricultural community* But at its western side, and merging with
*See Appendix- IEL.B for the formation of parishes out of the hamlets of
Stepney.